
 
 

Global Perspectives 
                 Step by Step Guide to LOCATING DATA 

 
UN Comtrade 
 
The United Nations Commodity Statistics Trade Database (Comtrade) is the official 
source for imports, exports and re-exports for 90% of world trade; values in U.S.$ and 
quantities in net weight. Several different interfaces are available, including Shortcut 
Query for novices, and  Basic Selection.  Download data into a spreadsheet. Drill down 
for additional partner information. 
 
Shortcut Query 
Easy interface to get information about one country, one partner, or one commodity 
 
Q:  Who are the top importers and exporters of running shoes? 
 
Just type in the words for your commodity.  The system scans the different coding 
systems; for each code you can get a list of countries and years of data availability. 
Output is a chart of the top 5 importers and exporters for the current year. 
 
Basic Selection 
Interactive interface selecting commodity, exporter, importer,dates,measures 
Q.  How is the South American wine market doing? 

 
 
 
 
Step 1:  Leave as 
default – 
Commodities 
Search 
Step 2: Enter the 
word(s) for the 
commodity 
Step 3:  Reporter is 
the importer or  
Exporter; partner is  
the reverse



Output:  Initial output is a spreadsheet displaying all of the Reporters, Partners, 
Commodities and Years selected. 
 
Click on download to save in spreadsheet format. 
 
If you want to change any data element, select Modify Selection. 
 
Click on View Graph to see a pie chart and also find additional Partners. 
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DATA 
AVAILABILITY 
 
 
 
Click on Other 
Reporters (outside 
selection 
 
        Or 
 
Click on the 
individual country 
and select its other 
partners. 
 
        Or 
 
Click on a partner 
(importer) to find 
its leading export 

A list of the main 
importers for the 
Reporting 
countries appears;   


